

The Compass School 

Curriculum Mapping: 

	Year Group
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	           Summer 1  
	       Summer 2 

	4
	
DT
	
DT
	DT
	Printing and Texture Block E
	DT
	Painting Block E

	
	
	
	









	
Justification:

This project will provide pupils with their first introduction to kente cloth. They will create a range of surfaces, combining colour, texture and pattern. Pupils will explore the symbolic significance of colour.


Sensory Engagement: Working with different fabrics provides tactile and kinaesthetic experiences, which can help pupils regulate emotions and focus attention.


Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: 
· Creating printing to represent kente designs.
· Using tie dye to create colour designs.
·  Learn and apply weaving techniques
· Combine media to create texture
· Be able to describe the work of Gilbert (Bobbo) Ahiagble (Ah-hee-alig-blay)
· Evaluate the completed work, identifying strengths and areas for improvement.


	


	
Justification:

This project allows pupils to use the basic painting skills they have learnt in years 1&2 and to experiment with new painting techniques. This project will give pupils a good foundation to colour mixing that they will build on every year. 

Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: 
· Demonstrate the ombre effect and show how tones of colour can be blended into each other gradually. 
· Explore how pastels can be used with oil to create different effects
· Experiment with ways of blending shades of colour gradually 
· Explore the work and techniques of Helen Frankenthaler 
· Create interesting visual effects by dropping watered down paint, watercolour or ink to a wet surface and using scrunched crunched tissue to blend colours to achieve a gradient of shades from light to dark.
· The illusion of distance can be created by using lighter colours in the background and darker colours in the foreground. 
· Pupils experiment with the size and positioning of silhouettes on a shaded background to create the illusion of distance and space.


	
	
	
	
	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 

	
	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 




	Year Group
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	           Summer 1  
	       Summer 2 

	 5&6
	
DT
	
DT
	DT
	Printing and Texture Block E
	DT
	Painting Block E

	
	
	
	





	
Justification:

In this unit, pupils will create a simple one-point perspective drawing and use selected parts to create a printed image as well as replicate line through batik. 
Pupil’s have prior of knowledge of working in textiles from DT (Safety Jackets) and yr 4/5 art printing project (kente designs). 
Printing will be developed further in secondary art lessons using poly board a paper. 
Sensory Engagement: Working with fabric can help pupils regulate emotions and focus attention.

Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: 
· Understand the concept of perspective and related vocabulary.
· Follow the process of creating a one-point perspective drawing.
· Explain how perspective drawings create the illusion of objects being near or far away.
· Use specialist tools and resist processes such as batik to create colourful images
· Explore the effects of applying dye to a surface where wax has been applied



	


	
Justification:

In this block, pupils will combine techniques learnt in previous lessons to create the illusion of depth and represent the translucent qualities of water.

Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)
Focus: 
· Develop techniques, including control and use of materials, with creativity and experimentation.
· Improve mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing and painting.
· Create sketchbooks to record observations and use them to review and revisit ideas.
· Respond to the work of an artist, describing the effects create
· Evaluate and analyse creative works using appropriate artistic vocabulary.




	
	
	
	
	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 

	
	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 




	Year Group
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	           Summer 1  
	       Summer 2 

	7
	
Colour Theory/ Patrick Caulfield/ Painting 
Big question: 
How can I create a painting in the style of Patrick Caulfield?
 
Justification: 

For most pupils, this project will provide their first formal introduction to colour theory. While all children will have some prior experience of drawing, they will enter the project with a wide range of confidence and ability levels. The activities have been carefully designed to introduce accessible drawing techniques that all pupils can approach with confidence. This will also be pupils’ first opportunity to engage in an extended project, developed and refined over a 12-week period.
Colour Theory Skills will be developed further in year 8 Spring term.

The final piece is designed to be simple to complete and consistently produces a successful outcome, even for pupils who may find aspects of the process challenging. This approach is particularly well-suited to SEMH children, as it helps build confidence, provides a sense of achievement, and encourages ongoing engagement with creative tasks.

Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus:
· Pupils will gain an understanding of Patrick Caulfield’s work. 
· Learn colour theory.
· Build confidence in basic drawing skills. 
· Introduction to painting with poster paint.
· Introduction to designing a composition.
· Introduction to self and peer assessment skills in art. 
· Introduction to paint brush control. 
· Self-Evaluation 



	Ceramic Fish
Big question: How can I create a ceramic fish using pinch pots?
	Printing: Poly Printing / Fish
Big Question: How can I create a range of prints based on marine creatures? 
	Venetian Masks / Papier Mache 
 Big question: How do I create a Venetian mask from Papier mache?

	
	
	
Justification:

This project will provide pupils with their first introduction to clay tools and the pinch pot technique. It will also be their first experience of designing and annotating a final piece before the making process, encouraging thoughtful planning and the development of key creative skills.



Sensory Engagement: Working with materials like clay, papier-mâché provides tactile and kinaesthetic experiences, which can help pupils regulate emotions and focus attention.



Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: 
· Leaning names of tools.
· Creating pinch pots.
· Identifying features of a fish.
· Develop self and peer assessment skills.
·  Self-Evaluation 




	
Justification:

This unit is designed to build on basic printing skills learnt in year 3/4 and year 6 and introduce pupils to the new skill of poly board printing. Pupils will learn the names and functions of the tools used, as well as how to use them safely and effectively. The unit encourages pupils to develop simple detail within their basic drawings, supporting progression in both drawing and printmaking skills. Drawing in Year 7 is an area in which many pupils currently lack confidence, and this unit has been carefully structured to build skills and confidence in a supportive and accessible way.


Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus:
· Learning names of tools.
· Learn the poly board printing technique 
· Look at a variety of artists who work in print. 
· Self-Evaluation 


Pupils who are resistant to draw from a secondary source will be given an images to trace. 

	
Justification:

Pupils will build on their introduction to sculpture from the Autumn term by developing their three-dimensional skills using papier-mâché. They will learn different methods of joining and securing materials and will also be introduced to the creation of Venetian masks, developing both their technical abilities and creative design skills. Pupils will paint the finished mask using the same paintbrush control they learnt in the Autumn term.  

Sensory Engagement: Working with materials like clay, papier-mâché provides tactile and kinaesthetic experiences, which can help pupils regulate emotions and focus attention.





Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: 
· Learn about the history of Venetian masks
· Idea development
· Develop peer and self-assessment 
· Continue to build confidence in drawing
· Self-Evaluation 





	
	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 

	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 

	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 

	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 


	8
	Colour Theory / William Morris / Painting 

Big question: 
How can I create a painting in the style of William Morris 


	
Illuminated Lettering 
Big question: How can I create a ceramic Illuminated letter tile? 
	
Visual communication 
Big question: How can I make a patchwork quilt representing myself and my school?

	
	Justification: 
In future years this unit revisits and builds upon the drawing and colour theory knowledge introduced in the Year 7 Summer term, however our current year 8s have little to no formal art education. Pupils will be introduced to new concepts, including basic colour theory, tone, tint, shade, and hue, and will have the opportunity to apply these techniques in their own work. Pupils will start to develop their skills in investigating and analysing artists’ work. Those who lack confidence in their drawing ability will be supported with templates to trace and build their drawings, ensuring all pupils can engage successfully with the project.

The final piece is designed to be simple to complete and consistently produces a successful outcome, even for pupils who may find aspects of the process challenging. This approach is particularly well-suited to SEMH children, as it helps build confidence, provides a sense of achievement, and encourages ongoing engagement with creative tasks.


Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus:
· Pupils will gain an understanding of William Morris’work. 
· Learn how to create apply tone with paint. 
· Build confidence in basic drawing skills.  
· Introduction to painting with poster paint.
· Introduction to designing a composition.
· Introduction to self and peer assessment skills in art. 
· Self-Evaluation 


Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 

	Justification: 
In future Year 8 cohorts, this unit will revisit and build upon pupils’ basic understanding of clay tools developed in Year 7. As this group has little or no experience with ceramics, they will first learn essential ceramic skills before being introduced to the slabbing technique. Pupils will explore the historical context of illuminated lettering for the first time and develop their drawing skills by copying examples to enhance detail and pattern. The project will focus on creating patterns and will introduce new techniques such as coiling and plaiting, supporting the development of both technical and decorative skills. These skills will be developed further in the year 9 shield project.
Sensory Engagement: Working with materials like clay, papier-mâché provides tactile and kinaesthetic experiences, which can help pupils regulate emotions and focus attention.



Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: 
· Pupils will learn about illuminated lettering. Being about to identify and describe it and explain its history. 
· Learn how to create pattern including platting with paper, wool and clay.
· Introduction to ceramic slabbing techniques. 
· Self-Evaluation 



	Justification:
Pupils will be introduced to African textile artwork. They will also explore portraiture for the first time focusing on the placement of facial features. The project will encourage pupils to think about self-identity, linking to themes pupils are studying in PSHE. Self- and peer-assessment will continue to be developed, with pupils using new subject-specific keywords to reflect on their work.

Pupils will relate their work to the school community and their personal hobbies, helping to give them a sense of belonging and connection. This approach supports engagement, encourages personal expression, and reinforces positive identity within the school environment, which is particularly beneficial for SEMH pupils.


Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus:

· Pupils learn about contemporary African artwork
· Cutting fabric to refine motor skills
· Design artwork (improving drawing skills)
· Learn where the features of a face go
· Explore how we can communicate without words.
· Self-Evaluation 



	
	
	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 

	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Self-assessment at the end of the topic.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 


	9
	Pop Art / Painting 
Big question: How can I use onomatopoeia words in a Pop Art image?
	Shields / Ceramics  
Big Question: How Can I create a shield out of clay?

	Drawing Skills
Big Question: How can I develop my drawing skills?
	Title Photography / Me and my environment

Big question: How can I create a visual diary of my school life?

	
	Justification:

Pupils will explore Pop Art for the first time, learning about its historical period, cultural context, and distinctive use of bright, bold colours. They will make connections with onomatopoeia studied in English. While pupils have had some art lessons in Year 7, most have limited formal art training and lack confidence in drawing. They will therefore be supported with worksheets to colour or paint, ensuring all can engage successfully with the project. In future Year 9 cohorts, pupils will progress to drawing independently by this point in year 9. 



Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: 
· Pupils will be introduced to Pop Art 
· Have a good understanding of onomatopoeia
· Introduction to painting and colouring
· Introduction to self and peer assessment
	Justification:

Year 9 pupils have some experience with 3D work but have not previously worked with ceramics. In this unit, they will learn basic clay tools and techniques before progressing to age-appropriate skills such as slabbing and adding decorative details. These ceramic skills will build a strong foundation for the year 10 Food project.
Unlike the previous project, where images were provided for pupils to draw and paint, this scheme of work requires pupils to design and draw their own shield, encouraging independent creativity and design skills. 


Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: 
· Learn about shields in history
· Build confidence in simple drawing by drawing out shield design 
· Learn names of ceramic tools and learn new ceramic techniques
· Develop self and peer assessment

	Justification:

This scheme of work has been designed specifically for this cohort, who currently lack confidence in drawing, and will not be repeated with Year 8 next year. Pupils will build on drawing skills developed in the Shield project through a series of engaging lessons aimed at boosting confidence and developing essential skills needed for GCSE Art in Year 10.


Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus:
· Drawing on the right side of the brain Using the right side of the brain helps you focus on seeing shapes, proportions, and negative space, building creativity and visual-spatial skills to draw more accurately and confidently.
· Draw with a long stick (to create big, expressive lines and marks, encourage full-body movement and loosen up the hand and arm and to explore scale, gesture, and energy in drawing).

	Justification: 

Pupils were provided with iPads at the start of Year 9 and by the summer term, will be confident using them. In their art lessons they will develop skills in photography and digital imagery, exploring composition, editing, and creative use of digital tools. This work will prepare them for Year 10, where they will draw from their own photographs to apply observational and technical skills.

Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: Pupils will explore photography as a creative medium using iPads, developing technical skills, compositional awareness, and creative expression. This project encourages pupils to engage with digital tools, experiment with different styles, and develop a personal response to a theme.
· Introduction to iPad Photography
· Composition and Perspective
· Lighting and Mood 
· Editing and Filters 
· Mini Tasks 
 

	
	Assessment: 
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 

	Assessment: 
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 

	Assessment: 
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson 

	Assessment: 
Peer assessment at the end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Weekly teacher assessment using WWW & EBI 


	10
	Food Project (Coursework project) 
Big question:
How can I develop my ideas using a variety of media?
	Punk Rock Project 
Big question: How can I create a multi-compositional piece showing idea development 
	Year 10 Mock Exam
Big question:
How to create my own project

	
	Justification: 
Our Year 10 pupils have entered GCSE Art with little or no prior formal art education. The Autumn term is focused on preparatory studies, introducing a wide range of media and providing pupils with their first experience of formal drawing assessments and structured idea development. Pupils will be introduced to the GCSE assessment criteria.
Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus:  Teacher lead 
In the Autumn term, pupils will explore the theme of food through a range of artworks, drawing from direct and secondary observations and experimenting with media including coloured pencil, tonal pencil, acrylic paint, clay, and photography. In Spring 1, they will use the skills and ideas developed to complete a final piece, consolidating their learning and building confidence in their creative practice.
	Justification:

Pupils have a basic understanding of how to create a range of preparatory studies from the previous project. This project builds on their use of media, resulting in a large-scale mixed media final piece. The outcome will be significantly different from anything pupils have previously produced, encouraging experimentation and creative development. Pupils will also, for the first time, research a cultural movement and relevant designers, supporting a deeper understanding and contextual development of their work.

Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: Teacher lead
 In the Spring term, pupils will explore the theme of Punk Rock through a range of artworks, drawing from both direct and secondary sources and experimenting with media including coloured pencil, tonal pencil, acrylic paint, collage, and photography. They will apply the skills and ideas developed to create a final piece, consolidating their learning and building confidence in their creative practice. Pupils will also research Punk Rock culture and key designers from the period, including Vivienne Westwood, to inform and inspire their work.
	Justification
Building on the structure of the previous two projects, pupils will continue to develop their skills and ideas through the exploration of culture and art history new to them as sources of inspiration. This project provides pupils with their first opportunity to independently design and plan their own project, encouraging greater ownership, creativity, and personal expression. These are skills they will need for their end of year 11 Exam. 

Building Bridges (Strong Foundations)

Focus: Pupil lead
The Year 10 Art mock exam is a preparatory assessment designed to simulate the experience of a formal GCSE Art exam. Pupils are given a set theme or starting point and a fixed period of time to develop ideas, preparatory studies, and a final outcome. The mock exam allows pupils to:
Apply the skills and techniques they have learned throughout the course.
Practice planning, time management, and decision-making under exam conditions.
Explore a personal response to a theme, including research, experimentation with media, and idea development.
Pupils will become familiar with the AO1, AO2, AO3 & AO4 assessment criteria.


	
	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the start or end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Pupils will be given verbal feedback every lesson. 
Each piece of work will be given a WWW and EBI comment 
	Assessment:
Peer assessment at the start or end of each lesson.
Self-refection effort grade at the end of each lesson.
Pupils will be given verbal feedback every lesson. 
Each piece of work will be given a WWW and EBI comment
	Assessment:
Verbal feedback is given each lesson. 
Project will be marked after the formal exam.






True Navigation Begins in The Human Heart
