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Steeple Bumpstead Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	1st September 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	August 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Helen Moss

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	-

	Name of local music hub 
	Essex Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	CUSP Music



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Vision and Aims
CUSP Music has been purposefully built around the principles of evidence-led practice. This is to ensure that there is a focus on high-quality development of children as musicians. The curriculum is carefully designed to build pupils’ musical knowledge and develop their competency and confidence as musicians. Each block includes the study of significant musicians and musical works, with the intention of exposing pupils to a wide range of music that will inspire them and connect them to the world around them. CUSP Music aims to build a strong and rich musical culture in schools, in which pupils can thrive.
CUSP Music has a strong emphasis on the language that pupils need to explore their own musicality. This is carefully and deliberately planned so that pupils revisit and embed this knowledge over time. Clear structures and learning routines underpin CUSP Music. This allows pupils to direct their cognitive attention to the core content in each block. Knowledge notes are used to support instruction and the revisiting of new concepts. This strong focus on cognitive science provides the framework for pupils to deepen and broaden their knowledge of music and become confident, inspired musicians.
Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	Steeple Bumpstead Primary School provides up to 1 hour of music education a week, across all year groups (Reception through to Year 6). Key Stage 1 pupils receive 45 minute lessons, whilst Key Stage 2 pupils receive 60 minutes. SEND pupils are supported with TAs or class teachers and are given access to instruments alongside the rest of the class. Any worksheets provided are scaffolded to suit the needs of all children and ensure they are able to access the curriculum successfully. Some pupils with language and communication difficulties may require additional visual prompts. Where necessary, technology can be used to ensure these pupils can access the same high-quality curriculum. 
As a school, we follow the Unity Schools CUSP Music Curriculum. This has been informed, in part, by the model music curriculum. Our curriculum provides all year groups with the opportunity to either sing or play an instrument (percussion, keyboards or glockenspiels) in most lessons. Teachers have access to ‘Sing Up!’ as an element of the singing curriculum. Each lesson develops progressively, teaching the children not only the skills of playing and performing but also the knowledge of creating and building songs. Throughout the curriculum, children are exposed to listening, composing and performing, as well as delving into aspects of the history of music around the world. Further information about the school curriculum can be found here:
https://www.steepleprimary.co.uk/curriculum/music/ 
The school has a partnership with the local music hub (Essex Music Hub) and is reaching out to other organisations to help support the curriculum.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Outside of lesson time, children at the school are able to sign up for one-to-one piano tuition, through the Essex Music Hub. These are paid for lessons that last up to half an hour and happen weekly, term-time. Children from low income backgrounds are eligible for funding to contribute towards this. 
In addition, members of the school teaching staff run a free, weekly after school choir, open to children in Year 4 and above. This is well attended and enjoyed by many and gives the children opportunities to perform at school events and in the local community. 
Each week, the school welcomes iRock; a company providing group tuition in guitar, keyboard, drums, bass and vocals. These lessons are paid for and run weekly during term-time. iRock lessons are very popular within our school community. 


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Each week, all children attend the school singing assembly, providing further opportunity to learn how to sing and perform together. 
Currently planned for the academic year is a trip to the musical ‘Lion King’ for Year 3 and a live Christmas Pantomime for Year 1. For both of these events, parents are asked for a monetary contribution towards the cost, however support is in place for those families in particular circumstances (e.g. pupil premium eligibility). Music tuition company, iRock, provide small group tuition on either guitars, keyboards, drums or vocals, with a termly concert to parents to showcase what they have learnt. We hope to be able to provide further opportunities for all year groups across the school as the year progresses. 
At the end of the Autumn term, all Key Stage 1 pupils (Reception – Year 2) take part in a Christmas play performance. Year 6 pupils take part in an end of year play in the summer term.
The school choir rehearse once a week and frequently perform in the local community such as the school and village fetes. They also perform at the O2 arena as part of the ‘Young Voices’ choir.
Most recently, a group of Year 5 pupils were selected to work with an external songwriter to create a school song. 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Ideas are continuing to develop on how to improve the school’s music provision going forward.
There is scope, following discussion with leaders, for curriculum provision to be enhanced further by a music learning library called Cool4School. Consideration will be given to any other possible music-making or ensemble opportunities.
Discussions will take place with senior leaders to consider the possibility of termly school performances. Currently KS1 perform in a Christmas play and Year 6 in a summer performance. Consideration will be given to extending the summer performance to Year 5 and 6 and thoughts will be had about scope to include a spring term performance of some kind. This could be a musical showcase instead of a play.
The school will be encouraged to continue with choir club and developing links with the local community to perform outside of school. 
Discussions will take place with regards to pupils having an opportunity to enjoy a live performance at least once a year. 


Further information (optional)
	Please find links to further information on external organisations discussed in this document.
CUSP:
https://www.unitysp.co.uk/cusp/
iRock:
https://www.irockschool.com/ 
Essex Music Hub:
https://www.essexmusichub.org.uk/site/ 
Sing Up:
https://www.singup.org/ 
The Department for Education guide for parents and young people on how to get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people 
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