Music development plan summary:
COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL
All schools should have a music development plan from academic year 2023-24. Schools are expected to publish a summary of their plan on their website from academic year 2024-25.
This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co- curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the national plan for music education:
· timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for key stages 1 to 3
· access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice
· a school choir or vocal ensemble
· a school ensemble, band or group
· space for rehearsals and individual practice
· a termly school performance
· opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the school with music provision.
Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along with this text box.
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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.


Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

The Music Curriculum at County High develops all-round musicianship, incorporating performing, composing and listening & appraising at both KS3 and KS4. In Year 7 and 8, students have 80 minutes per fortnight. In Year 9 this increases to 80 minutes per week.
In KS3, there is an emphasis on whole-class singing. Every lesson starts with a whole- class vocal warmup and a rehearsal of songs from the Year 7/8/9 songbook.
This is because we believe the voice is the most accessible instrument for pupils from all backgrounds, including those with SEND. This is also informed by the Model Music Curriculum, which states that pupils should have regular opportunities to sing.
Pupils sing together in their year group assembly at the end of each term.
As well as this, throughout KS3, pupils develop skills on instruments including keyboard, ukelele and percussion, and have regular opportunities to perform solo, in pairs and as a whole class ensemble.
Composition and improvisation activities are carefully scaffolded to be accessible to all pupils. Notation is introduced gradually from Year 7 as part of practical activities. Pupils learn to appraise a wide variety of music with reference to the musical elements and explore Music Production through working with GarageBand.
Pupils who go on to study Music at KS4 follow the Eduqas GCSE Music specification and have two 80-minute lessons per week.

Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
At County High School we are currently providing peripatetic music tuition across the styles and genres. Most of these lessons are now one-to-one lessons. Some are


subsidized by the school, and some are direct parent-tutor agreements. Instruments covered are Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon, Saxophone, French Horn, Trumpet, Trombone, Tuba, Drum kit, Piano, Violin, Viola, ‘Cello and Double Bass. As well as voice tuition.
We have regular ensemble rehearsals, such as, Orchestra, Jazz band, Chamber choir, Rock bands. We aim to get students into our ensembles as soon as possible. Music is arranged/written around each standard so that the player can feel like they are part of the group even if they can only play a small number of notes. Students are also encouraged to form their own ensembles, and we can support when needed. We have several practice rooms and performance spaces. We work closely with the drama department and can use those spaces for practice and performance.
We have a wide range of instruments available for students to use whilst at school if they are unable to purchase their own. We also have some support from Suffolk Music Hub who provide some of the Rare Breed instrument lessons and loan these instruments to students.
The Suffolk Music Hub also run after-school ensembles and a Saturday morning music school which we encourage all of our musicians to attend, as well as youth theatre groups and the Cathedral Choir. We have sponsor a Choral Scholar from the Cathedral who supports classroom teaching, leads the chamber choir and supports with and voice training.

Part C: Musical events
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
Each academic year we plan a termly music concerts and a carol service at the Cathedral in December. We encourage all our students to take part if they are having peripatetic lessons in school or not.
The school musical each year has many students involved both in the cast and in the band/orchestra.
Over the year we also will send out our smaller ensembles to perform at old people's homes, feeder primary schools and other local events.
We have links to local choirs and orchestras, who often will give reduced ticket deals to their concerts. The Apex also gives us occasional access to rehearsals for their visiting groups so students can go and watch these rehearsals in progress.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
We plan to develop a strong singing culture, increasing uptake to extra-curricular singing ensembles and providing more high-profile opportunities for students to perform. This is a further impetus behind whole-class singing in KS3 lessons.
We also aim to boost uptake to instrumental lessons and ensembles by building on existing strong links with our primary feeder schools.

