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INTENT

Religious Education - Intent
At Westfield Primary Academy, we believe that a high-quality religious education will help pupils’ gain a coherent
knowledge and understanding, where they can articulate clearly and confidently their personal beliefs, ideas, values
and experiences.
RE is taught using the ‘Discovery RE’ scheme. It adapts an enquiry-based approach to teaching and learning.
Religious Education is a key player in engendering knowledge and understanding however, does not teach children
to passively accept, but rather encourages evaluation and critical thinking, equipping them to consider beliefs and
positions they encounter. Progression is evident through building upon the pupil’s prior knowledge, allowing them to
follow the steps of engaging and investigating the different religions, leading to the process of evaluating and
expressing to ensure understanding and progress is made. This should inspire and build each child’s ‘religious
literacy’, helping them to understand the nature and diversity of religion and belief in the world in which they live and
the relationships between different groups of society.’
RE offers distinctive opportunities to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development allowing time for
reflection, discussion, dialogue and debate. The Discovery RE scheme contributes to the British Values agenda.

Aims of the RE Curriculum
Early Years
Although the syllabus is not required
in Early Years, the Discovery RE
allows the children through a variety
of different themes to have the
opportunity to explore and
compare other major world religions
in order to extend their knowledge
and understanding.
These units support opportunities
within the church calendar, with
learning focusing on Christmas,
Easter and new beginnings.
Each half-term theme follows the
progression of ‘interest me’, ‘help
me learn’ and ‘let’s think’.

Key Stage One
The national curriculum for religions education aims to ensure that all Key Stage One pupils:
•

•

•

Learn about the place of religion and belief in their local community – recognising diversity and the
influence of those religions and worldviews, and exploring questions about the meaning, purpose
and value of life.
Learn about key features of Christianity (selected from key beliefs, teaching and values behind
celebrations and commemorations, patterns of worship, places of worship, and stories) exploring
their significance for Christians.
Learn about key features of at least one other religion or non- religious worldview (selected from
key beliefs and, in the case of religion, teaching and values behind celebrations and
commemorations, patterns of worship, places of worship, and stories) exploring their significance
for followers of that religion or worldview.

Key Stage Two
The national curriculum for religions education aims to ensure that all KS2 pupils:
• Learn about the nature of religion and belief exploring questions about the nature, truth, meaning

and value of religion and belief.
• Learn about Christianity, focusing on the way in which beliefs, practices and ways of life link

together, recognising diversity of interpretation.
• Learn about at least two other religions and/or worldviews, focusing on the way in which beliefs,

practices and ways of life link together, recognising diversity of interpretation.

ii4.ix1frnr•.m.nru4i:•›1‹+s1?ii‹i."4n•fli’.’‹•iii:«uia:f‹
k'J J‹J i1

The 4-step enquiry process
‘The key question for the enquiry is such that it
demands an answer that weighs up
‘evidence’ and reaches a conclusion based
on this. This necessitates children using their
subject knowledge and applying it to the
enquiry question, rather than this knowledge
being an end in itself. Discover RE focuses on
critical thinking skills, on personal reflection into
the child’s own thoughts and feelings, on
growing knowledge and nurturing spiritual
development.’

Step 1- ‘Engagement’ usually 1 lesson
The human experience underpinning the key question explored here within the children’s own experience, whether that includes
religion or not.
Step 2- ‘Investigation’ usually 3 lessons
The teacher guides the children through the enquiry, children gaining subject knowledge carefully to assist their thinking about the
key question.
Step 3- ‘Evaluation’ usually 1 lesson
This lesson draws together the children’s learning and their conclusions about the key question of that enquiry. This is an
assessment task.
Step 4- ‘Expression’ usually 1 lesson
Children are taken back to step 1, their own experience, to reflect on how this enquiry might have influenced their own starting
points and beliefs.

